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Featured Member Profile
Your name:
Joanne Beers
Your Title:
Chair
Business name:
Avon Education Foundation
Business Address: 
PO Box 548


Avon, CT 06001

Business Phone:
(860) 673-2495
Business Fax:

Business Email: 
info@avonedfoundation.org
Business Website:
www.avonedfoundation.org

Describe Your Business: 
The Avon Education Foundation (AEF) is a not-for-profit organization supporting educational programs for residents of Avon to improve the quality of public education beyond funding from the Town and other public sources. We fund innovative, educational endeavors aimed at improving learning, achievement and skill development; encouraging creativity and excellence in teaching; and expanding community involvement from individuals, businesses and civic organizations.

What Makes Your Business Unique:
The AEF depends on its generous donors and volunteers for its success. We have awarded over $160,000 to 53 educationally diverse projects. Each of the 5 public schools and the Avon Free Public Library (AFPL) has received grants. Proposed projects are evaluated on innovation, educational merit, student impact, need, sustainability and thoroughness/comprehensiveness of the project plan. Collaboration across grades, classes, curricular teams and/or with the community is encouraged. 

Grant awards have ranged from $700 for a first grade reading fluency program to $11,200 to expand the scope of a Perkins grant by the State Department of Education to create a concentration in video production skills. AFPL brought "Lost Boys" from the Sudan, survivors of the atrocities in Darfur, to town to discuss their book, They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky. The Town Wide Choral Festival was established with AEF funds and brought together approximately 500 voices from all the public schools. We also funded the update of A is for Avon by 7th grade teacher Jan Brennan that has been used in second grade civic history units for about 30 years.
What Is Your Philosophy On How To Be Successful: 
We believe education enhances the individual, the economy and society in general. High school graduates earn more than non-graduates, and those with college degrees earn over $1 million more than high school graduates over their lifetime. Higher levels of education are associated with enhanced worker productivity, lower crime rates and greater civic involvement. The quality of a community’s public schools has a direct impact on property values.

How Has Being A Member Of The Avon Chamber Helped Your Business:
The AEF has made business connections that would not have been possible otherwise. Benefits include direct donations, enhanced name recognition and the opportunity to share our mission with community business leaders.





















